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State Reps and Board Meeting at NHQ in January. From L-R: Richard Barwick, Don 
Mackrill, Garry Lee, Ray Cowley, Eleanor Scully, Gary Rebgetz, Lorraine Smith, Rex 
Breen, Richard Mainey and Colin Coleman.

As you would expect, the Board 
regularly observe the current trends 

of the RV market. We have developed 
a brief, consisting of information about 
market trends and what is happening 
within the market. The Board is well 
supported by members, who contribute 
content to the brief from various sources.

There was an article published in 
The Australian last year, titled ‘Caravan 
sales boom as weak dollar encourages 
local tourism’, that discussed the growth 
of caravan sales across the country. It 
outlined the continued growth of Jayco, 
in particular, with the Chairman of the 
company claiming “This is the best I have 
seen the market in 40 years... As more 
cashed up baby boomers hit retirement, 
many are opting to hit the open road 
with all the creature comforts. At the 
same time, young families are purchasing 
caravans for that cheap summer holiday”.

However, where are we expected to 
stay? Commercial Real Estate published 
an article late last year titled ‘Caravan 
parks disappearing as land prices soar’. 
The article discussed how “caravan parks 
often occupy some of the best positions 
along the Australian coast” and how these 
“parks are being ‘squeezed out’ and 
bought off by developers, with the classic 
site of the family holiday in rapid decline 
due to the skyrocketing housing prices 
and stringent government regulations”.

We’re all aware of caravan parks 
where RV sites have been lost due to the 
development of permanent structures for 
retirement villages or over 55 living.

The Caravan Industry Association 
represents the interests of caravan and 
holiday parks, RV manufacturers and 
retailers, as well as camping equipment 

and residential villages. They espouse 
that we should all stay in their members’ 
facilities, which are primarily caravan 
parks, as you would expect. The 
Association states they are not against 
the concept of freedom or free camping 
(what we promote as Freedom of 
Choice), but also states that RV tourists in 
vehicles that are self-contained are only 
a very small segment of the overall RV 
market. Therefore, they tend to be quite 
dismissive of this section of the market. 

Some may be aware of the controversy 
surrounding overseas visitors who travel 
around Australia in RVs. The majority of 
vehicles being driven by tourists are not 
self-contained and many park in areas 
that are not suitable for them. This results 
in local authorities and residents facing 
the issue of moving these travellers into 
more appropriate locations. This has 
become a stumbling block to the concept 
of freedom of choice. 

So where to from here? There will be 
increasing debate around the concept of 
self-containment. In the CMCA Member 
Satisfaction Survey completed early last 
year, 93 per cent of the sample indicated 
they have a vehicle that potentially 
complies with the Self Contained Vehicle 
(SCV) Policy. During a recent outing with 
a chapter I am closely involved with, we 
were questioned by the local council 
about our choice of location. It was a 
prominent tourist destination and we had 
been invited by the owner of the facility 
to park on their private property for the 
weekend. The fact that all 18 vehicles in 
attendance were self-contained, certainly 
confi rmed our ability to stay the 48 hours. 

As you would have seen in the January 
issue, there has been a submission to 

the Constitution Review Working Party 
proposing that the Club should change 
the defi nition of a ‘qualifying vehicle’. 
The submission argues that a ‘qualifying 
vehicle’ should be any that meets the 
Club’s SCV policy. Once again, quoting 
the Member Satisfaction Survey, a total of 
67 per cent of members agreed with this. 

For current full members unable to 
meet the requirements of the SCV policy, 
it is proposed that they will remain full 
members under a grandfather clause. 

Unfortunately, the response to this has 
focused primarily on the caravan debate 
again. There were numerous responses 
about removing the ‘us and them’ 
syndrome but, in the end, the discussion 
got lost in the emotion.  

The Board will now review all responses 
and make a decision, bearing in mind 
how the majority of members would view 
this issue. This is what a Board is required 
to do; we will not put an issue forward to 
the members if we see that it is going to 
cause a rift among the membership.

However, it seems some members 
missed the point to this submission, the 
strategic argument around the concept of 
self-containment. I think we all understand 
that this is becoming a greater issue 
with authorities. Legislation surrounding 
self-contained requirements exists in New 
Zealand, strongly supported by our sister 
Club, the NZMCA. We all appreciate that 
the New Zealand environment is different 
to ours and there is no indication that any 
Australian authority is intending to do the 
same. Although, when we meet with local 
government and can tell them that CMCA 
members are environmentally-friendly 
travellers who comply with the SCV policy 
and Leave No Trace Code of Conduct, it is 
a much stronger statement. 

The submission ultimately suggests 
that CMCA would be the only RV Club 
in Australia where all vehicles would 
essentially be self-contained. Is it 
important that we go ahead and achieve 
this? We certainly see the strategic value 
this would add to the Club and how it 
will see members into the future. Such a 
decision would not be implemented in 
order to increase membership, which I’m 
sure many will accuse the Board of doing, 
but to protect our freedom of choice.

Travel Safely and 
Laugh More, Live Longer.
Garry Lee A67278
Chairman, on behalf of the CMCA
Board of Directors 
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